- Trying under pressure: recession, age, and fertility behavior
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Contribution: Separate intentions, behavior, Trying and childbearing responses to recession vary by age and parity
and outcomes Figure 1. Fixed effects model. Probability of trying Figure 2. Fixed effects model. Probability of successful childbearing
Parity O (childless Parity 1+ : - :
The key behavioral step is the decision to start trying to conceive. Y :( ) : Y Parity 0 (childless} Parity 1+
- ~ - ™ - B\ Under 35, wave-1 non-triers: : ' : :
¢ ¢ Recession years (2009-2010) > . '.“"' Under 35 | |
| I naer :
| | . —C— | ———
Fertlllty Trving to - - Age 35+ in non-recession years e ' Recession years (2009-2010) : :
. . y g live birth (wave-1 non-triers) | g | |
Intentions conceive : : . |
stated behavioral acti Ob d out Partner in previous wave :I-Q-I I_ | |
preferences LTI Caiel, >ervedoutcome | | Age 35+ in non-recession years |_.'_|, —e— |
"| want a child stop contraception what most | | | | | |
| . . . . Age 35+ In recession years ' @A - | |
soon time intercourse fertility studies (wave-1 non-triers) : : | |
seek treatment observe S S I I | |
N J ave-1 triers: recession efrect ' : s | | : 2 : : : | I O I I o- I
; 7 . g (relative to non-triers; under 35) | | Partner in previous wave | |
Intentions % Outcomes # : : . .
. : Wave-1 triers: age-35+ effect \ ~ ' , | lll : :
bEhaVI_or , bEh_a\"or _ (relative to non-triers; non-recession years) | | ' \
because not all intentions because biology filters . | | |
become action outcomes after trying Wave-1 triers: age-35+ recession effect : : Age 35+ In recession years : | | I_._:_I
(relative to non-triers and under 35) : : | |
, , , a N a N 02 00 02 04 -02 00 02 04 _ ' _ '
Biological constraints | Longer Time-to- Higher miscarriage Coefficient (95% Cl) PO B0 B Y (95%06?)5 0.00 005 010
at higher ages: . pregnancy y 5 risk y Reference group: under 35, wave-1 non-triers.
Why this matters Data and design
* Most recession-fertility studies observe births, not e Using pairfam waves 1-13, we analyze women observed around the Conclusion
behavior 2008-2010 economic uncertainty in Germany. Models compare Recession narrowed or reversed age
: : . : : : recession and non-recession waves and estimate within-person : : : :
e Using trying to conceive helps identify behavioral | | | P gaps in trying and childbearing.
, , change by age, parity, and baseline trying status.
responses to economic downturns more directly. Among prior non-triers, younger
: : : e Results are robust to alternative specifications, including continuous : : :
e This matters because birth outcomes also reflect biology, e ol P ‘ 5 childless women reduced trying, while
. dge daNna interaction moaeils. : :
especially at older ages. younger mothers increased it.
Table 1. Description of sample
Variable Value Variable Value
N Women 3,505 Mean age 37.3 _ . Selecte refeces _
BIC . | ate Observations 23,631 Age 35+ 66.7% Roview, 37(2), 267306, htpsoL g0 1113/, 1284487 200100801, e POpUAon Al Development
_ With partner (lagged) 82.7%  Trying in wave 1 10.3% measurement and meaning of unintenced pregnancy. Perspectives on Sexual and Reprodctve Health, 04101

: 3 Philipov, D. (2009). Fertility Intentions and Outcomes: The Role of Policies to Close the Gap. European Journal of Population / Revue
Pﬂ[’lt}" 1 + 74 2% Iﬂ recesslon waves 15 ' ﬂ% Européenne de Démographie, 25(4), 355-361. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10680-009-9202-1

Acknowledgement: Research funded by ERC grant BIC.LATE, European Union’s Horizon 2020

research and innovation orogramme, grant Agreement No 101001410 Mean survey vear 2{] 14.2 S urvey vears 2{]{]9—2{] 19 Matysiak, A., Sobotka, T., & Vignoli, D. (2021). The Great Recession and Fertility in Europe: A Sub-national Analysis. European Journal of

Population, 37(1), 29-64. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10680-020-09556-y


https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1728-4457.2011.00411
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10680-009-9202-1

	Slide 1

