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Background

• Increasing demographic relevancy of MAR
• Although with limited success rates at advanced ages (without gamete
donation)

• Limited fertility awareness
• Is MAR a relevant policy tool to enhance fertility levels?

• Greater MAR availability –> Young people’s perceptions of their
reproductive life –> Postponement? (Rainer et al. 2011; Sobotka et al. 2008;
Ziebe and Devroey 2008)
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Background

Existing hints and evidence:

• Effects of MAR availability on family behaviours - e.g.: on delays in first births
and marriages in Israel (Gershoni and Low 2021)

• Indirectly influencing people’s views of their reproductive capacity and fertility
desires?

• Is MAR likely to influence perceptions only for women for whom using MAR
would be relevant? (Abramowitz 2014, 2017; Maeda et al. 2018)

• Technological salience (Johnson and Simon 2012)

• Greater access to MAR may have a marginal influence in contexts where
childbearing is already delayed (Rainer et al. 2011).
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RQ & HP

Research question: Does confidence in the use of MAR at late reproductive ages
encourage delayed childbearing?

Hypotheses:

1 Delay encouragement: Women with positive perceptions of MAR use past the
age of 30 more often delay childbearing than those with negative perceptions.

2 Technological salience: MAR perceptions are related to fertility intentions only
above 30 years old.

3 Primacy of socio-economic drivers of fertility postponement: There is no
association between MAR perceptions and fertility intentions.
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Data

Data with both information of birth postponement (fertility intentions) & MAR
perceptions: the US and France
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Data: US
• National Survey of Fertility Barriers (NSFB)
• Two-wave panel representative of the female population aged 25–45
(2004–07 & 2007-10)

• Confidence in MAR use at late ages: ‘With the medical advances available
today, women can wait to have a baby until their late 30s and still have a good
chance of having a baby’ (approx. 90 % (strongly) agreed)

• Fertility intentions: ’Do you intend to have a baby?’
• Sample: 619 women with positive intentions in W1 who were also surveyed in
W2

• Outcomes in W2:
1 had a child/are pregnant
2 revised intentions downwards
3 still intend to have a child (postponement)
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Data: France

• National survey on sexual and reproductive health (FECOND)
• Cross-sectional survey conducted in 2009–11 representative of women aged
15-49

• Intentions to have a child:
• No intention
• Short term intentions: ‘right now’, ‘within two years’
• Postponement: ‘between two and five years’, ‘later’

7/ 18



Data: France

Confidence in MAR use at late ages: ‘Some couples find it difficult to have children.
In your opinion, after how much time should a couple in its thirties, who is trying to
have a child without success, go see a doctor?’

%
<0.5 year 10.8
0.5-<1 year 35.3
1-<2 years 35.7
>2 years 13.0
Do not consult, let nature 4.9
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Method

Multinomial logistic models predicting:
• (US) Women with positive intentions in Wave 1 (n=609):

1 had a child before Wave 2 or are pregnant at Wave 2 (birth),
2 maintained positive fertility intentions (postponement)
3 have no intention to have a child anymore (foregone intentions).

• (France) Likelihood of having, at the time of the survey (n=1,644):
1 short-term positive intentions,
2 postponed intentions
3 no intention to have a(nother) child.

by MAR perceptions, age, parity (childless or not), education (tertiary or not), employed
(Y/N), in a partnership (Y/N), traditional attitudes, infertility issues
+ MAR perceptions*age
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Findings: US

10/ 18



Findings: US
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Findings: US
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Findings: FR
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Findings: FR
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Findings: FR
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Conclusion

• Delay encouragement in the US
• Technological salience in France
and the US

Limitations:
• Data from the 2000’s-2010’s
• Not strictly comparable

(c) Maddalena Carrai for RIVA Illustration
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Thanks!

This work receives funding from the European Research Council (ERC) under the European Union’s Horizon 2020
research and innovation programme (grant Agreement No 101001410).
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