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Background: Age-based criteria for IVF reimbursement

Reasons for age-based rules (Blchler et Parizer, 2017; Martani & al. 2022, Piek,
Pennings & Provoost, 2023; Zweifel & al., 2020).

1 Cost-effectiveness (decrease of success rates/increase of adverse pregnancy
outcomes with age vs. medical advancements)
2 Harmonize medical practice (vs. professional autonomy)

3 Intergenerational relationships (age gap with the offspring vs. more
socioeconomic resources)

4 Norms ('natural’ limits of reproduction vs. changes in social age deadlines for
childbearing and increase in late births)

® Assisted reproduction increasingly used for age-related infertility

-> How have age-based policies for assisted reproduction responded to late
fertility trends? consistently? adapting? resisting?



Data & Method

a) Timeline of law adoption since the first IVF births

UK{ ® -
France [
Finland (2
Estonia (2
Denmark (2 o
®
®

b) Late fertility trends by region

Czechia
Austria
Japan
Belgium
Spain
Slovenia
South Korea
Portugal
Russia
Serbia
Poland
Hungary o =
Malta (2 =
Italy L o}
Romania L2 -
Lithuania L2 [ 4
Armenia e
2000
year

=}

@ first IVF birth
m first law
funding

o]
ASFR40+ (p.100 women)

0.0
1980

2000 2020

year

2010

1980 1990 2010 2020 1990

Data: own collection | Human Fertility Database & Eurostat

— CEE

- -+ EastAsia

— = Northen Europe
— - Southern Europe

«« - Western Europe



Data & Method

Typology of countries depending on:

* The degree of permissiveness of age-based criteria for IVF reimbursement
* The timing of adoption of such rules

e Late fertility trends

N.B: countries with national legislation & IVF without gamete donation



Results: Alignment
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Figure: Strict age-based rules and low levels  Figure: Permissive age-based rules and high
of late fertility (Romania, Slovenia, Slovakia, levels of late fertility (Finland, Greece,
Armenia, Serbia) Iceland)



Results: Lagging behind
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Figure: Strict age-based rules and increasing  Figure: Strict age-based rules and high
levels of late fertility (France, Belgium, levels of late fertility (Spain, Portugal,
Germany, Austria, Czechia) Denmark, Japan)



Results: Anticipation & Adaptation
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Figure: Permissive age-based rules before
high levels of late fertility were reached
(Hungary, Russia, Belarus)
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Figure: Changing age-based rules along
with increasing late fertility (South Korea,
Malta, Estonia)



Summary

Four types of policy responses to late
fertility trends:
¢ Alignment between age rules and
late fertility levels (strict/low or
permissive/high)
e Strict age rules lagging behind
upward trends in late fertility
¢ Anticipation of late fertility trends
through permissive age rules
¢ Adaptation of age-based rules to late
fertility trends

(c) Maddalena Carrai for RIVA Illustration
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a) Strict age rules and low to moderate late fertilty levels
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b) Permissive age rules and high levels of late fertilty
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f) Adaptation of age rules to the increase in late fertilty
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